The effects of parental separation, the timing of separation and gender on children's performance on cognitive tests.
The relationship between exposure to parental separation and measures of cognitive ability and school achievement was examined in a birth cohort of New Zealand children studied to the age of 13 years. Children who were exposed to parental separation following the point of school entry had mean test scores that were between .1 and .3 standard deviations lower than children who had not been exposed to separation even when due allowance was made for potentially confounding variables. Separation prior to school entry was found to be unrelated to later outcomes after adjustment for confounding factors. There was no evidence to suggest that the effects of separation varied with the child's gender. The association between parental separation after school entry and cognitive test scores was similar for children whose custodial parents remarried and those who did not remarry.